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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at 

New Bridge School! We would like

to take this opportunity to wish all

of our pupils, staff and families all

the very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at New Bridge School via our Facebook

page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter and Facebook

pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge family. We love to

see your feedback and comments and look forward to sharing our activities and

adventures with you!
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Well, New Bridge School, we made it to the Christmas

break. 

I am so proud of everyone in our school community, for

what has been a term full of challenges. We have

absolutely smashed it, and we’re all due a very well-

deserved break.

The students and staff teams have pulled together like

never before, to make the most of the things we ‘do have’,

rather than the things we ‘don’t have yet…’

Things like space!

Space has been at a premium this term, we all know that,

but with works ongoing (both inside and outside) plus

developments with the planned ‘Move to Medtia’, which

we’ll update you all with soon, there really is light at the

end of the tunnel for us all.

Despite the challenges to do with space, our offer has

continued to reflect our absolute dedication to the children

we cater for. They are our absolute everything, and the

way we celebrate their successes across social media,

offers just a tiny snapshot of the wonderful things that

happen all day, every day at our fantastic school.

The New Bridge School staff have to be up there with the

best staff in the world, and to be associated with them

(never mind being the Head) is an honour and a privilege.

They deserve a massive pat on the back and a couple of

weeks off.

Of course, the work we do wouldn’t be possible without

the support of our families, team of governors, the wider

MAT, and all our other stakeholders, and so I would like to

wish all of these people a very Merry Christmas as well. 

Two weeks to recharge and reset.

Well done, everyone.

Take care and be kind.

Mrs Tootill



Message from Executive
Head
As the end of the Autumn term arrives and Christmas is

almost upon us, I would like to express my gratitude to

all our children, young people, parents, carers, staff and

governors. In my role I am fortunate enough to have an

overview across New Bridge School, New Bridge

Learning Centre and New Bridge College. Everywhere I

go, I'm inspired by the caring approach we have for

each other, the passion we have for learning, and the

creativity and innovation that drives our continuing

success. I see the vital role that every one of us plays

in each individual’s learning and development, and I

witness the way in which we all work together to

ensure every child and young person achieves the best

possible outcomes.  We couldn’t achieve this without

the trust we have in each other. I therefore thank you

all for your continued commitment and I know that we

will continue to collaborate in this way in 2023. 

In the meantime, I wish you all a restful holiday, I hope

each of you finds time to do the things you love with

the people you love, and I look forward to seeing you

again in the new year.

Regards

Gavin Lyons

Executive Headteacher



MESSAGE FROM Cathy Williams, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

I would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas from all the Governors.  

This term it has been lovely to see the focus on Student Voice across all three

sites. The student councils go from strength to strength. Students are being

consulted on issues which matter to them and are learning that their voices

are important. Work is now being done on gathering the views of students who

have difficulty expressing themselves verbally, using Talking Mats. 

These are used to allow young people to make choices using signs and

symbols. Some students are being trained to support others in using these. 

Work is underway to prepare staff, students and parents for the move of Key

Stage 4 to the Medtia building in the

town centre. This is a very exciting

development which will enhance the

students’ learning and support their

preparation for college.  

After such a busy term I hope

everyone enjoys a well earned break

over the festive period. 

Cathy Williams  

Chair of Governors  

New Bridge School 

Cathy Williams

Chair of Governors



In humanities this term, some year

8 classes have been learning about

World War II. Mr Pritchard and Mrs

Holland took their classes to the

imperial War museum. On the way

there the students were very

independent on the tram, they

were even telling Mr Pritchard

which stop to take!

Imperial War Museum

In the Monet
Our incredibly creative year 8 pupils at New Bridge

School have been painting in the style of Claude

Monet and have produced an impressive display of

landscape paintings.

Students have researched the Impressionist

Movement and explored a range of painting

techniques. Lace and

tissue paper were used to

create a textured surface

and then acrylic paint was

applied using sponges and

a range of brushes. 



Ryder & Dutton
Fundraising 
We want to recognise the fund-

raising efforts of Ryder &

Dutton. The team, led by Emma,

walked from branch to branch

and raised a whopping

£1183.00 for our sensory

garden. A huge thanks goes out

to Ryder & and Dutton and we will officially be opening our garden

and the new playground in the new year.

We are looking to develop these areas and to develop partnerships

with local businesses. Readers who are interested in supporting us

can contact our Business Manager – vtaylor@newbridgegroup.org 

Kandinsky
Our incredibly talented autism

base pupils have been learning

about Kandinsky and the

primary colour blue. Pupils

took part in a range of artistic

activities such as stencil work,

printing, painting and collage.



Children in Need Day is a

day when we really come

together, but it’s also a

day when we think about

others. That shows what 

a special, caring school we

are. 

New Bridge School held

cake sales and wore

Pudsey Bear t shirts and

onesies, with a sea of

yellow floating across the

school alongside smiley

faces. This was a day full

of laughter and the New

Bridge children coming

together.

Children in Need 





Remembrance Day is one of the most important

dates in our calendar, and to see our children

and young people, supported by our staff, come

together to pay their respects was humbling.

This was a special time for us to think about

others, the sacrifices they made, and to show

our respect to our British values.

Remembrance Day



TreeTop Trek
Activ8 went on a positive behaviour

reward trip to Treetop Trek at Heaton

park, recognition for how well the

students had worked.



Remembering Aysha 
Working with our students is an honour and

a privilege. 

Our children create the ‘colour’ in many aspects

of our school. They bring us joy and light.  

When we have to say goodbye to these

children, it breaks our heart. 

This term, after a short illness, Aysha Bibi

passed away.

We have fabulous memories of Aysha, her

beautiful smile, her ability to ‘light up’ a room

and the effect she had on everyone she met.

She has left a hole in our hearts, but fabulous

memories, including our trip to Cornwall this

year. 

This is our message to the family from the

staff team   

“We have so many lovely memories, but

Kalsoom (Mum) was extremely proud that

she got to bring both girls to the prom and

they all looked so beautiful.” 



Demon Dentist 

Activ8 and Lumenus had the pleasure of going to watch ‘Demon Dentist’ at the Manchester Opera House.

The students had the opportunity to be interviewed by some of the production team, giving feedback of

what they thought of the show.

We were even fortunate enough to be there on the day that DAVID WALLIAMS opened the show!

Hello Yellow
New Bridge School came

together to raise awareness

of children’s mental health, as

part of ‘Hello Yellow...’

As you can see, the school

became a sea of yellow for

the day, with everyone taking

part in their own way.



Bye Bye Betty!

This term we said goodbye to our lunchtime

supervisor Betty. Betty has been with us for 14 years,

way back when Mr Quinn looked after New Bridge

School. Betty has loved working alongside us, helping

our young people at lunch time, organising chairs and

children, not to mention the lovely “hello” to our staff. 

Chloe Bingley decided to write a little poem to show her appreciation for her fellow TA’s

and teaching staff...

Day in and day out 

We come in and we come out 

We do our best no matter what 

And we will never stop

We greet our pupils with the biggest smiles 

And help them on their way 

The pupils always have the best time 

As we help each pupil individually shine 

You are all amazing in your own way 

Our students are very lucky 

To have the best TA supports, I have to say 

Times can be hard and days can be tough

But we are all in luck 

We have a great team of supportive people

Always there when you need them

Making sure we are all okay 

And ready to come back for another day.

TA Appreciation Poem – Chloe Bingley
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